OF JOHN  AUBREY
took a great leap forward, upon the unexpected recognition that
the British language is as copious in expressing congruous Termes of Art as
the Greeke: or any language whatsoever. English had, indeed, reached
complete fluency a century before, but it had continued to develop
so fast that, even for the Stuarts, the language of the Elizabethans had
become antiquated : Henry, the last Earle of Cumberland) was, according
to Aubrey, an ingeniose Gentleman for those times and writt a Poeme in
English upon the Psalmes} and very well, but the language being now something
out of fashion> like Sir Philip Sidney's, they will not print it. But when
James I authorised a new translation of the Bible in 1604, he
unwittingly caused the English language to crystallise at its very peak,
and gave to it a permanence that it had never enjoyed before; and
as soon as the constant change in the tongue slowed down to a manage-
able rate, learned works came more and more to be written in English,
instead of Latin. The result was that for the first time the new printing
presses began to affect the whole nation: not wholly for good, as
Aubrey shows, for already the first blow had been struck at the
imaginative faculty, which was finally to be smothered under the
flood of precise newspaper information in our own time, before
Printing) Old-wives Tales were ingeniose, he says regretfully, and since
Printing came in fashion) till a little before the Civill-warres, the ordinary
sort of People were not taugfit to reade. Now-a-dayes Sookes are common)
and most of the poor people understand letters ; and the many good Boo feesj
and variety of Turnes of^ Affaires, have putt all the old fables out of doors :
and the Mvine art of Printing and Gunpowder have fritted away Robm-good-
fellow and the Paynes.
Another abandonment of the Classics was to have even more far-
reaching results. All old accounts are in numerall letters^ Aubrey says.
Even to my remembrance, when I was a youth, Gentlemen's Bayliffs in the
Country used no other, e.g. L //. «/. iiii. v. vi. viL viii. ix. x. xL etc: and
to this day in the accounts of the Exchecquer. And the Shopkeepers in my
Grandfathers times used to reckon with Counters: which is the best and surest
way: and is still used by the French. But now, at last, these Roman
numerals were abandoned and the bonds that had confined science
for two thousand years were broken. For without mathematics there
could be no theory, and the Greeks and Romans had been limited
to practical matters, simply because their numerals, though sufficient
for counting, were useless for calculating. But while Europe was
covered by the Dark Ages, the Arabs had made what is probably the
greatest single discovery in the history of thought, the invention of
a symbol for nought, and the adoption of the Arabic numerals at the
time of the Renaissance opened up a whole new world of thought,
which the men of the seventeenth century explored with voluptuous
delight.
For the Mathematicks was the most popular of all studies during
the Stuart Century, and it was Edmund Gmter who, with his Books of the
Quadrant, Sector and Crosse-staffe did open men's understandings and made
young men in love with that Studie* Before, the Matbematicall Sciences
were locMt up in the Greeke and Latin tongpes and there lay untoucbt, kept
safe in some libraries. After Mr. Gunter published his Booke, these Sciences
sprang up amain^ more and more to that height it is at now (1690).
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